A>KOH

KPNCTOM®PEPR



JOHN
CHRISTOPHER

THE DEATH OF GRASS
THE LONG WINTER
THE RAGGED EDGE



A>KOH

KPNCTAOMMDEP

CMEPTb TPABDI
AOANTAA SNUMA
9 KPAA BESAHDbI

N

Mspareasctso ACT
Mocksa



YAK 821.111-312.9
BBK 84(4Ben)-44
K82

Cepusa «MacTtepa paHTa3uu — AAST BCEX»
John Christopher

THE DEATH OF GRASS
THE LONG WINTER
THE RAGGED EDGE

[MepeBop c aaramtickoro A. Kabaakuna, H. KygpsiweBa
XyaoxHUK C. He>KuBsiCOB

[MeuartaeTcs ¢ paspernienus asropa, BAROR INTERNATIONAL,
INC., Armonk, New York, U.S.A., 1 AUTEPATypHOTO areHTCTBA
Nova Littera SIA.

Kpucrodep, A>xoH.

K82 CmMmepTh TpaBhl : [poMaHbl] / AsxoH Kpucrodep ;
[mepeBop ¢ anramiickoro A. KabaakunHa, H. Kyaps-
meBa]. — MockBa : WspateabctBo ACT, 2026. —
704 c. — (MacTepa aHTa3uu — AAG BCEX).

ISBN 978-5-17-184794-4

B cOGopHUKe IpeACTaBAEHBI CaMble M3BECTHLIE POMaHBI-KaTa-
crpodsr Kprcrodepa, poacTBeHHBIe (haHTAaCMaropusM Y3Anca U
YunpeMa, 30A0Task KAQCCUKA ITOCTAIlOKAAUIITUKY.

«\OATasi 3MMa» pacckasblBaeT O BHE3AIIHOM ITaAeHUN COAHEUHOMN
aKTHBHOCTH U 3aMep3aromeil EBpore, 06 opaax mepeceAeHIies, ABU-
SKYIIIAXCS Ha I0T. «Y Kpasi 6E3AHBI» PUCYeT KapTHHY YePEAbl IPaHAN-
O3HBIX 3€MAETPSICeHUM, CTUPAIOIINX C KapThl TOPOAA U AAJKe I[eAble
crpaHbl. «CMepTh TPaBBI» MOBECTBYET O TOAOAE, Pa3PasuBIIEMCs BO
BCEeM MUpPe M3-3a BUPYCa, YHUUYTOKAIOIIETo (hAOpY.

VAK 821.111-312.9
BBK 84(4Bea)-44

© John Christopher, 1956, 1962, 1965
© Ilepeson. A. KaGankun, 2023
© Ilepesoa. H. Kynpsimes, 2024
ISBN 978-5-17-184794-4 © M3nanne na pycckom sizbike AST Publishers, 2026



CMEPTb TPABBI






MPOJ10I

aK 3TO YacCTO CAyYaeTCs, CMEepPTh
IOMOTA@ BOCCTAHOBUTH CeMeM-
HbIE CBS3H.

[NoxoporuB My>ka aetoMm 1933 roag,
Xuabpa KacTeHc BHepBble 3a TpUHA-
AIlaTh A€T — TO €CTh C MOMEHTa CBaAb-
Obl — Hamnucaasa oTrhy. TyT, KOHEeYHO,
COIIIAUCH BOEAUHO BCE OOCTOSITEABCTBA:!
OHAa 3a BpeMsd JKU3HHU B yIproMOM AOH-
AOHE COCKYYHUAACH I10 XOAMaM Y3CTMOP-
A€HAQ, a eMy llepep CMePThI0 XOTEAOCH
IIOBUAATBCSA C AOYEPBIO U BHYKaMU, KO-
TOPBIX OH He BUAEA HU pPa3y B JKU3HMU.
MaapuMKOB B pasrap yueOHOro roaa
Ad@’Ke He CTaAM OT3bIBaTh Ha IIOXOPOHHI,
TaK 4TO II0 OKOHUYAHUU yueOHOI'O ropa
OHU BEPHYAUCH B CBOM AOMUK B Puu-
MOHAE BCETO Ha OAHY HOUb, & Ha CAEAY-
Iolllee yTPO BMeCTe C MaTepblo OTIIpa-
BUAMCH Ha CeBep.

— Ckaxky, IoueMy, — IOAAA TOAOC
B IIOe3Ae MAAQAIINM, AJKOH, — IoueMy
Mbl HUKOTA@ HE BCTPEUYAAUCH C AEAYII-
Kot beBepan?

MaTb cMOTpeAa B OKHO Ha YHBIABIE
AOHAOHCKHE OKPAWHBI, CA€TKa Pa3MBbl-
Thle MapeBOM >KapKOTO A€THET'O AHS.

— Hukorpa He 3Haelb, — YCTaAO
OTBETUAA OHA, — OTYEero Takoe IIpo-



8 ucxopuT. OTYero CAy4aroTCd CCOPBI, KOTOPHIM HET
KOHIIQ, @ 3@ HUMU HAUYMHAETCSI MOAYAHHE, KOTOPOe
HUKTO He pellaeTcs HapylIUuTh.

Celfyac OHa y’Ke CIIOKOMHee BCIIOMHHAAA Ty OYpPIO 3MO-
LM, B KOTOPYIO OHA 0e3 OTrASIAKY OpPOCHAAChH U3 0e3MIATEXK-
HOU AeBHYbEMN JKU3HM, A€HUBO TEKYyIel B CEeAbCKOU TAY-
Ounke. Torpa oHa He COMHeBaAach B TOM, YTO He IIOKaAeeT
O CBOEM CTpPACTH, KaKMMM OBl HENPUATHOCTSIMM OHA HU
obOepHyAach el nosxke. Kak mokaszano BpeMs, OHa ommda-
Aach BABOMHE: CHauYaAd B YAOBAETBOPEHUN CBOEU CyIIpy»Ke-
CKOM >KM3HBIO ¥ CBOMMH AETHMY, @ II03Ke B U3YMAEHUU OT
TOrO, KakK TaKoe YAOBAETBOPEHHUe BOOOIIe MOTAO BO3HUK-
HYTb M3 TOTO, UTO CO BpeMeHeM HaydaAO Ka3aTbCsl YOOTuM
U TIAOXO yrupaBasgeMbIM. Hy Aa, Toraa oHa He BUAeAa yOoO-
TOCTM BCEro 3TOTr0, a BOT OTeI] BPSIA AU MOT He 0OpaTUTh
Ha 3TO BHMMAaHUS, Yero Aa’Ke He IBITaACSd CKPBITh. BOT oHO
B UeM AEAO: B eTO HEOAOOPEHU!U U ee YIIPSIMCTBE.

— Ho xT0 3aTesn 3Ty ccopy? — CIPOCUA AJKOH.

Eit ocTaBarOCh TOABKO COKAAe€Thb O TOM, YTO OHHU IIAOXO
3HaAU APYT ApyTa. B npuHItune, y HuxX OBIAO MHOTO OOIIIEero
U OHU MOTAM OBI HETIAOXO Y’KHUBAThCSI, KOTAa OBl He ee Top-
AOCTB, CTaBIIas 3TOMY IPEIITCTBUEM.

— He BakHO, — CKa3ana OHa. — Teleps 3TO He BayKHO.

APBUA OTAOKUA B CTOPOHY HOMeD «KypHana AAS MaAb-
ynkoB». CTapiiie OpaTa Ha rop, OH OBIA TTOYTU OAHOTO C HUM
pOCTa; M3-3a 3TOTrO, a ellje 13-3a (PU3NUYECKOTO CXOACTBA UX
4acTO IPUHUMaAU 3@ OAn3Hell0B. OAHAKO OH yCTylaA AKo-
HY B CKOPOCTU ABM>KEHHUU U MBICAM, U Bellld IPUBAEKAAU
ero OOABIIIe, YeM HAEH.

— MawmM, a Ha 4TO OHAa [I0XO’Ka, ITa Ballla AOAUHA?

— Aoauna? OnHa 3ameudaTeabHasd! Ona... HeT, nycts 310
Aydllle OypAeT AAS BaC CIOPIIPU30M, KOTAA MBI IIpuepeM. Aa
U OIIUCATh €e Y MeHs CAOB He XBaTUT.

— Hy, mam, noxxaaytictal — B3MOAUACT AJKOH.

— A 13 OKHa I0e3Aa MBI ee YBUAUM? — 3aAyYMUYUBO
CIIpOCUA ADBUA,.

MaTb TOABKO paccMesIAaCh:

— W3 noe3pa? Hert, paKe Kpaelllka He YBUAUM. Tyaa OT
CTellBAU HECKOABKO 9aCOB €3ABI.



— A ona OoAbIIasgt? — AOMIBITBIBAACST AJKOH. — 9
W co Bcex CTOPOH XOAMBI ?

— CaMu yBHUAUTE, — YABIOHYAQCh OHA.

Asxkecc XMAAEH, COCEA, aPEHAOBABIIUM 3E€MAIO YV A€AQ,
BcTpeTuA ux B CTeMBAU, U BCce BMeCTe Ha ero MallliHe OT-
IIPaBUAMCH Ha 3amap. AeHb KAOHHMACS K Beuepy, KOTAa OHU
YBUAEAM bAalHA-AJKUAA B AydaX 3aKaTa.

HagepHoe, 3TOMy MecTy OOABIIe OBl IIOAOIIAO HA3Ba-
Hre «AoauHa Llukaoma», IOTOMYy YTO CMaxuBaAa OHa Ha
OTPOMHBIY, YCTAaBUBIINNCA B HeOO raa3. Ho ¢ 3TOM TOUKH
OHa HAllOMMHAAA CKOpee TapeAKy HUAM TAYOOKYI0 MHCKY
Cc OOpPTHUKaMU U3 CEepPbIX XOAMOB, IOXOAUBIINX OOABIIIE Ha
CKaABI. 3aTo Ha (POHEe KaMHS 3eA€Hb AOAMHBI Ka3aAach ellle
OoAee TBIITHON. AeTHUU BeTep KOABIXaA POKb M TPaBy Ha
nacTOUIAX.

Bpsia Au BBe3A B AOAMHY MOT OBITEH y’Ke 3TOoro. CAeBa,
B KAaKUX-TO AECSATU SIPAAX, BO3BBIIIAACST XOAM, BEPTUKAAb-
HBIA CKAOH KOTOPOT'O B HEKOTOPHBIX MeCcTaX Aa’ke HaBHCaA
HaA AOPOTOM; CIIpaBa IeHUAACh B KaMEHHOM AOXKe peKa
eI, TPOTUBOIIOAOKHBIN Oeper KOTOPOM TOXKe MepPeXOAUA
B KPYTOU CKAOH.

Xuabpa KacTeHc OrAgHyAACh Ha CHIHOBEM:

— Hy?

— ¥x TbI! — BBIDAAUA AKOH. — TO eCThb S XOTeA CKa-
3aTh, OHA BEAb TeueT Yyepe3 BCIO AOAUHY ¢

— Ot1o0 Aern. Peka AAMHOU TPUALIATH MSTH MUAB, U3 KO-
TOPBIX ABAAIIATH IISITH OHA ITPOXOAUT IIOA 3€MAEN — €CAH,
KOHEYHO, BEepUThb TOMY, 4TO roBopsaT. Ho, Tak nAu uHaue,
Ha TTOBEPXHOCTH OHA BEIXOAUT 3AECh, B AOAWHE. B 3apemnHrx
Kpasx MHOT'O PeK BpPOAE 3TOH.

— Ha Bup raybokas.

— Tak ono u ecTb. U TeueHue oueHsb ObICTpOe. Borock,
KyllaTbCd B HEU He MOAy4YuTcd. UyThb Aaablile Oeper oropo-
KeH — oT ckota. lllaHca cnacTuch, €CAU CKOTHHAa BAPYT
YIIaAET B BOAY, HET HUKAKOTO.

— Sl Tak AyMaro, — PacCyAUTEABHO 3aMeTUA AJKOH, —
3UMOM OHA YaCTO Pa3AMBAETCH.

— Kaxxayio 3umMy, — TOATBepAUAa MaThb. — CKaxXkwu,
AJKecc, Tak AU?



10 — Tlpomayro 3uMy Hac Ha Mecdl] OT MHpa OTpe-
3ar0, — OypkHYA Askecc. — Hy, HBIHYe-TO, KOraa
Y HaC PaAuo eCTh, 9TO He TaK TAKKO.

— JKyTb Kakas, — ckazaa AkoH. — U 4uTO, mpaspa co-
BCEM OTpe3aro? Bhl ke MOTAU 4epe3 XOAMEI ITepebpaThes ?

AJKecC yXMBIABHYACS:

— Hy, HekoTOpble nepebuparnuch. Aa TOABKO BBepX Ka-
pabKaThCs IO TOABIM KaMHSIM HEIIPOCTO, & CITyCKAaThCs € 00-
PaTHOM CTOPOHEI U TOrO Xy’Ke. [Ipole AOKAATHCS, ITOKYAQ
BOAA COMAET.

Xuabpa KacTeHc mocMoTpeaa Ha cTapliero cbiHa. ToT
YCTABUACS BIIEpPeA, BIAyOb AOAWHEI, Kypa He AOOMBAAU yiKe
3aKaTHble Ayun. OTCIOAQ Y>Ke MOJKHO OBIAO PA3TASIAETh
IIOCTPOMKM (pepMbl XUAAEHOB, HO He (pepMy BeBepau: Ta
HAaXOAUAACH AQABIIIE U BHIIIE.

— Hy, — cmpocuaa oHa, — a TBI, A3BUA, 4TO 00 3TOM
AyMaellb ?

OH HEOXOTHO IIOBEPHYACS K MaTepu:

— Tlo>xaayii, MHe OBI XOTEAOCH 3AeCh XKUTh. HacosceM.

Tem AeTOM MaABYUKU B AOAMHE COBCEM OAMYAAMN.

B AAVHY AOAWHA He IpeBHIIara TPeX MHUAB, a B IIUPH-
Hy — TakK 4 BOBCe He OOABIIE IIOAYMUAH, AQ U TO AWUIIb
B CaMOM IIIMPOKOM MecTe. B Hell IOMeCTHUAOCH BCEro ABe
depMEL, a ellle peKa, BEIHBIPUBABIIAA M3-TI0A 3€MAU B I0JK-
HOM 4YaCTU AOAMHBI M IIPOTEKaBIlIas ellle ABe MUAHU IIO IIO-
BEPXHOCTHU. 3aTO MOYBA 3AECh ObIAA TTAOAOPOAHOM, TaK UTO
BO3AEAAHHBIE IIOAS 3@aHMMaAU [IOYTH BCe OCTaBIIeecs IIPo-
CTPaHCTBO. BripoueM, pa’ke Tak MecTa A UTP ABYM MaAb-
yyraHaM OAMHHAALIATH M ABEHAALLATH AeT OT POAY XBaTaAo,
a BeAb OPOAUTH MOXKHO OBIAO U IIO OKPY’KaBIIUM AOAUHY
XOAMaM.

B ABYX MAM Tpex MecCTax UM yAAAOCh B300paThCd Ha Ca-
MBIM BepX, U OHU CTOSIAM TaM, 3@ABIXasCh U TAIAS CBEPXY
BHM3 Ha OKPY’KaBIlIMe UX XOAMBI U OoAOTa. AOAMHA 3a UX
CIIMHOU Ka3aAaCh MaAeHbKOM-MaAeHbKOM. AJKOH HacAa-
KAQACS OLIyIIeHWeM BBICOTHl, OAMHOYECTBA U — B HEKO-
TOPON CTEeIleHW — MOTYIIeCTBa: AOMUKH (DepMbl IIpeA-
CTaBASIAUCH OTCIOAQ UIPYIIEUHBIMM; Ka3aAOCh, OH MOXKET
IPOTSAHYTh PYKy W HOAHATH MX C 3eMAU. A ellle 3eAeHb



AOAMHBI BBITASIAEAQ 0A3UCOM B OKPY’KEHUU ITyCTHIH- 11
HBIX T'Op.

APBUA IIOAYYAA OT 3TOI'O MEHBbIIEe YAOBOABCTBUS, U IIO-
CAe TPeThero IOAOOHOI0 BOCXOXKAEHUS OH OTKAa3aAcd IIo-
BTOPUTSL ero elre pa3. EMy XBaTaro MHTEPECHOI'O U B AOAU-
He; OKPY’Kalolllie CKAOHBI IIPEACTaBASIAUCHL €My pyKaMu,
OOHUMABIIMMU U OOeperaBUIUMM AOAMHY, HO CaMU OHU
OBIA OAHOBPEMEHHO OeCIIAOAHBI U HEIIPUBETAUBHI.

OTO HeCOBIApAeHUE MHTEPECOB CTAAO MPUYUHOU TOMY,
9TO OOABIIYIO YaCTh BPEMEeHU OHU HadaAu IPOBOAUTH IIO-
po3Hb. [Toka AJKOH ocBauWBaA OKPECTHOCTU AOAUHBI, A3-
BUA — Ha PAapOCThb AeAy — BCe dallle OCTaBaACd Ha (hepme.
K KOHITy BTOpPOM HEAEAM MAABUYMK U CTAPUK OTIPABUAUCH
Ha OAMJKHee K peke Moae. AeHb BBIAQACS TENABIN, TaCMyp-
HbIM. MaAbBUYUK BHUMATEABHO HAOAIOAAA, KaK A€A CPphIBaeT
KOAOCOK TO 3A€Ch, TO TaM, BTASIABIBAsICh B HaOyXaroliue
3epHa. AeA CTpapas AAABHO30PKOCTBIO, TAK YTO KOAOC €My
IIPUXOAUAOCH A€PJKATh Ha PACCTOSTHUM BBITAHYTOU PYKU.

— VYpoykalni obellaeT OBITH XOPOUINM, — 3asdBUA TOT
HakoHel. — Ecam, KOHEYHO, TAa3a MeHs He 0OMaHbIBAIOT.

CnpaBa OT HUX C PEBOM BBIPBIBAACS U3-TIOA CKaA Ha II0-
BEPXHOCTH A\ell.

— MBI ocTaHeMcs 3peCh A0 cOopa ypoykasg? — CIIPOCHUA
APBUA,

— Hy, He 3Ha10 n10Ka. A Tebe XOTeAOCH ObI?

— Aa, Aepal — c BHTY3Ma3MOM BBITAAUA A3BUA. —
Ouenn!

OHu nomoAdaru. TUIIUHY HapyllaA TOABKO IIYM PeKH.
Aep CMOTpeA Ha AOAWHY, KOTOPYIO beBepanm BO3AEABIBAAU
BOT y’Ke IIOATOpPa CTOAETHS, IIOTOM IIOBEPHYACS K MAABYUKY:

— Bce K TOMy, YTO HaM He CAWIIKOM MHOI'O BpeMeHU
OCTaAOCh Ha oOIeHue. A CKa>k¥, MaAbUYUK MOM, Kak AyMa-
ellb, Te0e XOTeAOCh OBl BECTU 3AeCh XO34UCTBO, KOTAQ BhI-
pacTerb?

— DBoacke Bcero Ha csete!

— Cuwmrali, pepMa TBOA. XO3AUH y (PEPMBI AOAKEH
OBITH OAVIH, U, CAQETCI MHe, TBOeMy OpaTy B AIOOOM CAyYae
CeAbCKasl JKU3Hb He CAUIIKOM II0 AYIIeE.

— AJKOH XOUeT CTaTh UH)XKeHEepOM, — KUBHYA AJBUA,



12 — W, uTO0 MeHsI, eCAU 51 He TIpaB, UHKeHep U3 Hero
BBIMAET OTMEHHBIN! A THI 4eM AyMaelllb 3aHAThCS ¢

— Sl noKa HUYero He HaAyMaA.

— 41 Obl, HOXaAyH, He CTaA Tak TOBOPUTh, — 3aMeTHA
Aep. — OHO, KOHEUYHO, 1 U >KM3HU-TO APYTOM TOAKOM He
BHUAEA — HY, €CAU He CUUTATh TOTO, YTO YBUAUIIL Ha Oa3a-
pe B AenertoHe. Ho 1 TO BEepHO, 1 He 3HAIO APYIOU TAKOU
KU3HHU, 4TOO AQpPUAA CTOABKO YAOBAETBOPeHU:. 11 3emMasa
3A€Ch XOPOIlla, U JKU3Hb A TOI'O, KOMY AOBOABHO OOIIe-
CTBa cebs caMOro M Napel-Apyrou cocepel. [Toa maopo-
POAHBIM TPYHTOM 3A€Ch A€KAT KaMeHHble IIAWUTHI; IIOro-
BApUBAIOT, OYATO B He3alaMAaTHBIE BPeMeHa 3AeCh CTOSIAQ
KpenocTb. He aymaro, 9TOOBI ee yAAAOCH YAEPIKaTh B HAIN
BpeMeHa — CO BCEeMHU 3TUMHU HBIHENIHUMHU IIYIIKaMU Ad
asponraHaMu. U Bce Ke BCIKMM pa3, KaK MHE CAYYaeTCs
OKa3aThCd CHApPY’KU, Y MeHs TaKoe OIylleHue, OYATO CTO-
UT MHe BEPHYTbCS OOPATHO, M s CMOI'Y 3aKPBITh 3@ COOOMU
ABephb U 3amepeTh ee Ha 3aMOK.

— BoT 1 MHe TaK IToKa3aA0Ch, — CKa3aA AdBUA, — Kak
TOABKO MBI CIOAQ TIPUEXaAN.

— Moii pep, TBOM Ipampapep, 3aBelllan, YToOwl ero Io-
XOPOHUAM 3pechb. Boobie-To, 3Ta mpochkba He MPHUIIAACh
IO BKYCY y’Ke TOTA@, HO B Te BpeMeHa IIPUXOAUAOCH HHOTAQ
BBIIIOAHSTH Aa’Ke TO, YTO He HpaBUTCA. Toraa Hapop, 4yepT
MeHs BO3bMHU, OBIA Kpyde HBIHelllHero! HeaoBeK AOAKEH
UMEeTh ITPaBO OBITH TOXOPOHEHHBIM Ha COOCTBEHHOMU 3eMAe.

OH OKUHYA B3rASIAOM 3€eAeHOe IIOAe KOAOCHUBIIeMcs
MIIITeHUITHL.

Ho mne ne mak xaAb 6ygem yxogumb, 3HAS, YMO 5 OCMaA-
BUA 3O POGHOMY 4eAOBEKY.

I[Ae-TO 3a MOAAEHB APYTOro AHS AJKOH CTOSIA Ha Bep-
IMHe 0KHOTO XpeOTa. OH TOABKO UTO OAOAEA HEAETKUU
IIOABEM U COOMPAACST CIIyCKaThCS BHUS.

Ot MecTa, TAe /\ell BEIPBIBAACS Ha TTOBEPXHOCTE, W AO Ca-
MOT'O BBIXOAQ@ U3 AOAWHEBI peKa MPOTeKaAd y IOJKHBIX CKAO-
HOB, TaK YTO MOAHUMATHCI IO HUM MOKHO OBIAO TOABKO
B 3aIIaAHOMW YaCTU AOAUHBL. Ho, B3TAIHYB Ha PeKy CBEpXY,
IIapeHeK YBUAEA, YTO Tellepb OH MOJKET Pas3TAIAeTh HUK-
HIOIO 9aCTh CKAOHAQ, CKPBITYIO OT IIPOTUBOIIOAOKHOTO Oe-



pera neaeHoM BOASIHBIX OpPBI3T. B mouTu oTBeCcHOM 13
CKAOHe OOHApPY’KUAACh PaCCeANHa, B KOTOPOM TeM-
HeAO YTO-TO, IIOXO’Kee Ha Iellepy.

OH cnycTUACS — OBICTPO U AOBKO, HO OCTOPO’KHO, 16O
TpU OOBIYHOM CBOEM TTOPBIBUCTOCTHU BCe >Ke He ObIA Oe3pac-
cyaeH. HakoHel OH OKazaACsd y PacCeAUHB, PaCIIOAOKeH-
HOM B IIOAyTOpa AecdaTKax (PyToOB Hap OypAadllell moBepX-
HOCTBIO BOABI, U OOHAPY’KHUA, UYTO HUKAKOM IeIephl 3AeCh
HeT 1 B ToMuHe. HeMHOTO pa3o4apoBaHHBIN, OH OTAIAEACT
II0 CTOPOHAM B IIOMCKaX APYTOrO AOCTOMHOI'O BHUMAaHUS
obbekTa. Hap camoli BoAOM cKaara 0Opa3oBbIBarda HEOOAB-
IIOM BBICTYII; IPU JKEAQHUH Ha HETO MOJKHO OBIAO IIPUCECTh
U OIIYCTUTBH HOTM B BOAy. He memepa, KOHEYHO, HO BCe JKe
Ay4Ille, 94eM BO3BPAIaThCI HECOAOHO XAe0aBIIN Ha pepMy.

K BBICTYTIy OH CITyCKaAcs elfe ocToposkHee. CKAOH cAe-
AAACS Kpyde, @ peB BOABI ITIOUTH 3arAyIllaA BCe OCTAAbHBIE
3ByKu. CaM BBEICTYII, KOTAQ OH HAKOHEI OKa3aACsd PAAOM,
ero pasouapoBaAi. /1 Bce >Xe OH pelInA OKYHYThb B PEKY XOTS
OBl OAHY HOT'Y: HAAO 7K€ XOThb KaK-TO BBIIIOAHUTH IIOCTABAEH-
HYIO IIepep co00ou neAb. [IpuKumasch BCeEM TEAOM K CKaAe,
OH OCTOPO>KHO HAKAOHMACS, YTOOBI CHSITH C IIPAaBOUM HOTU
caHparuio. Ho cTtouno eMy IpOTSAHYTE PYKY BHH3, Kak Ae-
Basd HOra COCKOAB3HYAA C KaMHs. OH MOIIBITAACS CXBaTUTh-
Csl 3@ CKAOH, HO AEpP’KAThCsl OBIAO HE 3@ UTO, M OH TTOAETEeA
B PEKY — XOAOAHYIO Aa’Ke B 3TO A€THee BpeMs.

AAsI cBOero Bo3pacTa OH IAaBaA OYeHb Aa’Ke HEeIAOXO,
HO COIIPOTUBAGTBECS CBHUPEIIOMY IIOTOKYy He MOr. TeuyeHue
IIOAXBATUAO €ro U IIOHECAO [0 PYCAy, IPOOUTOMY BOAOM
B TeA€ AOAWHBI 3aA0OATO AO TOTO, Kak beBepau (MAM Te, KTO
IIPUIIIEA CIOAQ AO HUX) HadaAW BO3AEABIBATH 3A€CH 3€MAIO.
[TOTOK MIBBEIPSA €70 KaK MEAKWM KaMellleK, TBITasiCh BBIIIIN-
OUTH U3 HEro AyX U OTAYIINUTBE. AASI HETO He OCTAaAOCH HHUYe-
ro, KpOMe COKPYUIUTEABHOM MOIIU BOABI ¥ TPOMKOTIO CTyKa
COOCTBEHHOTO CepAlia B yllIax.

A TOoTOM TeMHOTa BOKPYT Hero HayaAd PAaCcCemBAThCH:
CKBO3b TOAIIY BOABI, BCe ellle CBUPEION, HO Tellephb He Ta-
KOM T'AyOOKOM, HauaA IIPOCAYNBAThCS COAHEUHBIN CBeT. M3
IIOCAEAHUX CUA OH IIOBEPHYACS B BOAE, U TOAOBA €ro, HaKo-
Hell, BEIHBIPHYAA Ha TOBEPXHOCTb. OH JKapHO TAOTHYA BO3-



14 AyX U YBUAEA, YTO HAXOAUTCS IIOUTU HA CEepeprHe

peku. CTaTb Ha AHO OH He MOT' — TedeHHNe COUBAAO
€ro C HOT, — U BCe >Ke OH HAIlOAOBHHY IIABIA, HAIIOAOBUHY
1I1araA IIo Te4eHUIO, YBAEKAaBIIEeMY ero K IIPOXOAY B CKaAaXx,
00o3HauaBlIeMYy KOHel AOAUHEL.

BrIpBaBIINCHE M3 AOAMHEI, PeKa CAEAAAACh CIIOKOWHEE.
CroycTsi COTHIO UAU OKOAO TOT'O SIPAOB OH CMOT C OIIaCKOH,
HO IMEepPEeNABITh Ha IIPOTUBOIIOAOKHBEIU Oeper W BBIOPAACT
Ha cyury. HaraoraBmmicsa BOABI, 0O€CCUAEHHBIN, OH ITPUKU-
HYA, Ha KaKoe pacCTOsIHUe YHeC ero 3a CUUTaHble MUHYTHI
OypHBIN ITOTOK. OH BCe ellle CMOTPEeA BBEPX IO TEYEHUIO,
KOTAQ TTOCABIIIAAMCEH ITOKOT KOTIBIT M CKPUIT KOAEC, a elle
CIIyCTS ITapy MIHOBEHUM A0 HEro AOHECCS F'OAOC ACAQ!

— 3O#, AskoH! PelllaA momAaBaTh, a?

ITomraTeIBasiCh, OH IMOAHSIACS Ha HOTH W IOMIAEACS K Te-
Aere. Aep TOAXBATHA €T0 U YCAAUA PSIAOM C COOOI.

— UYero-To TeOsa TpsceT, IapeHb. THl UTO, B BOAY CBa-
AUACST?

OH Bce ellle He OTOIIEeA OT MOTPSICEHUsI; KaK MOT, 3allH-
HAasICh, paccKasain OH O TOM, YTO CAYIUAOChE. CTapuK BHUMa-
TEABHO CAYIIIaA.

— Cpaerca MHe, TeOe Ha POAY HAIMCAHO OBITH IIOBE-
meHHbIM. He BCSKMM B3POCABIM cMOT OBl BBIOpPATLCS OT-
CI0AQ JKUBBIM. [OBOpHUIIB, TEI BEIHBIPDHYA Ha IIOBEPXHOCTh,
a HOT'M Kacaamuch pAHa? Orell MOM paccKa3bIBaA, TaM, Ha ce-
peAuHe eCTb BPOAE KaK OTMEAb, HO TIPOBEPSITh 3TO HUKTO,
IIOAU, He IIPOBepPSIA. Y OeperoB-To peka rayboKas.

OH MTOKOCUACS Ha MaAbIUKa. TOT APOKaAa — He CTOABKO
OT XOAOAQ, CKOABKO OT OCO3HAHMS TOT'O, YTO MOTAO C HUM
MIPOU3O0UTH.

— U To mpaBpaa, 4To 3TO g pa3zboaTascd... [loexaau, me-
peoaeHelbes B cyxoe. Ho, nomina, @aoccu!

Aep, IIeAKHYA KHYTOM, B AJKOH C ONACKOM MOBEPHYACS
K HEMY:

— TbI Bepb He CKa’kelllb HUYero Mmame, a, apepa? Hy mo-
>Kanyicral

— Kak 3To MBI HMUEro ey He pacckKa)keM? AyMaellb,
OHa He 3aMeTHT, UYTO Thl BLIMOK AO HUTKH ?

— Hy, s BeaAb 00COXHY Ha COAHIIE, pAa?



— Ara, 3a HeAeAI0, MOJKeT, U 00COXHeIllb., W TEI 15
He XOouelllb, YTOOBI OHA 3HAAQ, UYTO Thl HBIPSIHUEM
3aHIACA? VAU OOUIIBCS IOAYYUTH HArOHAN ¢

— He-a.

OHU IOCMOTPEAU APYT APYTY B raasa.

— Hy, rnapHO, — npom3HecC HakKoHer, Aep. — [loskanyn,
Thl 3aCAy’KUBaelllb MaAeHBKOIo ceKpera. Kak aAyMaellb,
COUAET, €CAM 5 OTBe3y TeOs K XUAAeHaM, YTOOBI Tl 00COX
TaM? Hapo ke TeOe rae-To OOCYIIUTHCH.

— Ara, — coraacuaca ApkoH. — Huuero He umero mpo-
TuB. Criacubo, Aeaa.

KaMme1iku Ha HEPOBHOM AOPOTe CKPUIIEAN ITOA KOAECAMU.
OHU MUHOBAAM Y3KHU BBE3A B AOAWHY, W BAAAeKe IMOKasa-
Aack pepma XUAAEHOB. [TepBBIM HAPYIIUA MOAYAHHE AEA!

— Tak ThI XOYelllb CTaTh UHXKEeHEePOM ¢

APKOH BCe KOCHUACS Ha OYpPHBIN ITOTOK /\ela.

— Yry, Aepa.
— A depmepcTBO Tebe, 3HAUUT, HE UHTEPECHO?
— Hy, He Tax YTOOHL... — OCTOPO’KHO OTBETHUA AJKOH.

— BoT 1 MHe Tak Ka3aaroch, — He 0e3 00AeTrdyeHUs OTBe-
THA AEA.

OH XOTeA cKazaTb 4TO-TO ellle, HO IlepepyMain. Hosas
ray3a IIPOAOAKAAACE AO TeX IIOP, IOKA OHU He IIOAbEXaAU
K IIOCTpPOMKaM pepMbl XUAAEHOB.

— OHO, OXXaAyH, U K Ay4llIeMy. 1 AIOOAIO 3Ty 3€MAIO
IIOOOABIIIe, YeM MHOI'Me, HO eCThb M 3AeCh Iapa-TpouKa
YCAOBHM, Ha KOTOPHIX C HEel Aydllle He CBA3bIBaThcd. CaMasa
CHABHA4 3€eMAd B MUPE BCe PABHO YTO ITYCTBIHS, €CAU H3-3a
Hee CAYUYUTCS Pa3pop MeXAY OpaThbsaMU.

OH HaTIHYA IIOBOABSI, OCTAHABAUBAS IIOHU, U OKAUKHYA
Askecca XUAAEH.



