TAABA 1

«boru ymepnu Becennum yrpoM. Bee. Cpasy. Kaxnprit 310 110-
YyBCTBOBAJI — OT XXPEILIOB Ha CEBepe 10 BelbM Ha 1ore. Te, KTo
NOKJIOHSUTHCH JleBe, Kpnyany B MmydeHUSX. [loarn ncue3Hys-
mue rnociegoBarenu Kopoist boros naay Ha KojIeHU MOJ THe-
TOM yXaca...»

Ee BenuuectBo [IxkeccamnHa XapMCBOPT pa3oyapoOBaHHO
B3IOXHYJIa ¥ BEIHYJIA N30 pPTa ITOXKeBaHHBIN KapaHIaIll:

— Bce 310 MHe yXe u3BecTHO. S 3Har0, Koraa yMmepiiu 00Ty,
HO BOT KaK BeIbMBI HAC/IAI YyMy — HET.

OHa BHOBb Ipobexanach Iia3aMu 110 CTpaHMIIaM KHUTH,
KOTOPYIO CETOHS TaltHO Tiepenal e omuH Topramt. OH o3upai-
cs1 IO CTOPOHAM, OyATO COBEpIIAJ TSKKOE MPECTYIUICHUE, YTO
OBUIO He TaK yX JajieKo OT IpaBabl. KHUTH 0 YepHOI Marumn
ObUIM ITOJ CTPOTMM 3aIlIPpEeTOM, HO €My He CTOMJIO MePEeKUBaTh.
Y npuHIIeccH BOOOIIE He JOKHO OBITH TTOMOOHBIX KHUT.

— OH cepbe3HO AyMall, YTO MHE 3T0 IToMoxeT? — Ilevanb-
HBI B3 [IxkKeccaMITHEBI OCTaHOBUMIICS Ha gydesne KoTta. C mor-
KM Ha Hee CMOTpEJIU €ro MycThle Ia3Hulibl. — CiioBa oT Tebst
He TOObELIbCS.

J>xeccamMmuHa BepHYJIach K U3y4EHUIO KHUTH, YTOObI Hali-
™M MHPOpPMAIMIO 00 NCTOUYHUKE O0JIe3HU, KOTOpast TaK CTpe-
MUTEJBHO pacIpoOCTpaHsIach IO BCEMY KOPOJIEBCTBY. YXke
JMaBHO XOOWJIN CITYXW, YTO UMEHHO BEIbMBI HACIAIN YYMY, OfI-
Hako JIxxeccamyHa coMHeBajiacb. OHa He BepuJja, 4YTo Mocie
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cMepTH OOTOB KTO-TO MOT TaK HaKa3aTh €€ KOPOJIEBCTBO, I10-
3TOMY MPOJ0JIKAJa UCKATh OTBEThI. KTO cMOTr ObI 0MapUTh BEAbM
Takoi cuyoit? M 4To y HUX OCTaJIoCh OT 3TOTO fapa Mocie Co3-
JaHust yyMbl? Bommpockl 0 caMbIX MOTYIIIECTBEHHBIX CYIIIECTBAX,
KOTOpBbIE KOTAa-I100 CTyIaar Ha 3TU 3€MJIA, BODOXOM KPYTH -
Juch y JIxkeccaMUHBI B TOJIOBE.

Bo3MoxHO, eif He ciieqoBajio HaaesTbcsl HA HEBUHOBHOCTD
BEIbM, HO €llle HUKTO He JoKa3all obpaTtHoro. TeM He MeHee
5TO HE MEIIAJIO JI0IIM OpocaTbCsd 0OBUHEHUSIMU. [1oaTOMy
TMPOCUTH BEIbM O TIOMOIIU, KOHEYHO Xe, He cTaiu. K ToMy ke
nx ocTayioch HeMHoro. [Tocie cMeptu 60oroB npanpanen JIxec-
CaMUWHBI UCTPEOUIT TTIOUTH BCEX.

K coxaneHunio, HUKTO TaK U He HallleJI IEKAPCTBO OT UyMBI.
KoposeBckuM yuyeHBIM U 3HaXapsiM yAaJIOCh JIUILb HEHATOJITO
caepxarb 60J1€3Hb, HO MOOENUTh €€ OHU HE MOIJIN.

Tonbko IkeccaMyuHa 3aKWUHYJIa HOTH Ha CTOJI, YTOOBI TPO-
JIOJDKUTD YTEHWE, KaK ee TIpepBaJl OTBPATUTEIBHBIN XPYCT KO-
CTell U BCIUIECK KPOBU. DTO MOIJIO 3HAYUTh TOJBKO OIHO.
KoponeBckuii cTpaXXHUK BBITEP CTapbIii KOXKaHBI OOTMHOK
0 IBEpb, COCKAOIMBaAsl C HEro TYIIKY KpbIChl. JIxkeccammHa
MOMOPIIMJIACh OT KPOBABOI CIIEHBI. 30JI0ThIE MyTOBUIIBI
TEMHO-CUHET0 MyHINpPa CTpaKHUKA MOOJECKMBAJIN Ha CBeE-
Ty ¥ 3BOHKO CTy4YaJd O M€Y, IPUKPEIJICHHBIN K IOsICY.
OT KpBICH OCTalach TOJABKO JTYXKHUIlAa KPOBU, HO CYIIIECTBO
XOTs OBl He MyYMJIOCh. I1yCTh 3TO MOTPEBOXMIIO TO MUPHOE
yenuHeHue, koTopoe [[>)xeccamnHa obpena B cBoeii Jlabopa-
TOPUU.

Tonbko 31€Ch, Cpenu TUXUX 3BYKOB IIUIIEHUST U TTOTPECKU -
BaHMSI TOPEIKM, OHA MoTIa ObITh co0oii. CTeHBI TabopaToprum
OBLTU 3aCTaBJIEHBI PA3HOOOPA3HBIMU TUKOBUHHBIMU HAXOIKA -
mu. [To Gosnplnieit yacT HaCEKOMBIMU B OaHKaxX: OYKaIlIKy 1 3Kyd-
KU, HO BCTPEYAINCh 3K3eMIUISIPBI U TToMHTepecHee. Hampumep,
OOJIBIIION TTaJIell MPaBO HOTM, KOTOPBIM OHA XpaHWIa Hall pa-
0OUYMM MECTOM.
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Onnako ceromHs [>keccaMruHa He MOTJIa CKPBIThCS Jaxe
3a UTeHHEM O YepHOii Maruu. KHura mokousaach y Hee Ha KO-
JIEHSIX — B JIIOOO# IPYTO#l CUTyaIlMy OHA CKPBIIa ObI €€, HO TOJTb-
KO He mepen My>KUYMHOM B IBEPSIX.

B KoHIIe KOHIIOB, OymyIlieil HeBecTe He TTogo0aeT n3yJaTh
KOJIIOBCTBO.

— Omna meptBa? — cripocwia JIxxeccamuHa.

— A TBI KaK ayMaelib, rpuHiecca? — CTpax HOMOPILIMI-
cs oT cBoero ke ToHa. Kannym KBeH Obl1 €eIMHCTBEHHBIM, KTO
MOT TaK ¢ Hell pa3roBapuBaTh, 3HaJI €€ C JeTCTBA.

OH OB TeM, KTO 1LIeJIOBAJI CHHSIKM Ha KoJIeHKax JxkeccaMm-
HBbI, KOIJa Ta Majajia c Jollaay Ha ypoKax e3nbl. OH ObLI TEM,
KTO YKJIaabIBaJI €e CIaTh, KOTIa KOpojeBa 3aaepXuBaiach
Ha npueMax ¢ coBeTHUKaMu. OH ObLI eTMHCTBEHHBIM, KTO MOT
CITPAaBUTHCS C €€ JUTMHHBIMU YePHBIMHU BOJIOCAMHM, KOTOPEIE BeU-
HO 3amyThIBaJuCh. [x)keccaMuHa pocia 6e3 oTLa, HO psIoM
Bcerma 0bu1 KaymyM, KOTOpBIid JOCTOMHO 3aMEHSIT €T0.

JInio cTpaxkHMKa MCKa3ujiaoch OT OoTBpalleHus. B ero ma-
HBI He BXOOWJIO JaBUTh KPHIC, 0COOCHHO CETOTHS, HO OCTOPOXK-
HOCTb He ObIBaeT JiuiiHeit. Yyma He coOstonaeT cBaaeOHbIi
STHKET, a KaK UMEHHO OHA pacIIpoCTpaHsIeTCcsT, HUKTO He 3Hal.
MoxeT, KpbICHI ObLIM MMEPEHOCYNKAMM, a MOXET, caM BO3IyX
ObUI MPONMUTAH CMEPTHIO. boJie3Hb OecrnonianHo 3adupana Ku3-
HU Ha CBOEM MYTH, HO MOKa 00XOAMJIa CTOJIUILY.

Cronmiry, KoTopasi CKOpo TiepecTaHeT TpruHauiexarh Jxkec-
caMuHe.

Ee MaTh TIepenact BIacThb cpa3sy Xke, KaK TOJBKO CBSIIMEHHUK
Y3aKOHMT OpaK, 1 HOBOMCIEUYEHHBII MYX CTaHEeT €AMHOJIUYHBIM
TIpaBUTEJIEM KaK CBOETO KOPOJIEBCTBA, Tak U MHBepXoIbMa.

— Yo THI TaM umMTaelb? — capocwa Kamiym, pasmisiabi-
Basl MIOJOIIIBY CBOETO OOTHMHKA.

— OauH CTpaHHOBATHIM TOPIroBell CJIOBHO M3 BO3AyXa IO-
SIBUJICSI HA TIOPOTE W IIPOIAJT MHE OTY KHUTY. YBEPSUIT, UTO B Heit
HaITMCaHO PO YyMy.
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— U xak?

I>xeccaMuHa B3IOXHYJa, Iepedupast MajibliaMU MOTePThie
Kpast CTpaHMII,

— Huuero. Tonbko elie 00Jbliie UCTOPUil PO CMEPTh OOTOB.

— Ha npeOyayT oHU B TToKoe, — TpouuenTan Kannym. —
Bort OBl yBUAETb UX BHOBb.

— TbI Belh KOMY-TO TTOKJIOHSIJICST, KOTIa OBLT MOJIOXKE?

Haxe eciy 60ru MOKMHYJIM CMEPTHBII MUP, B HEM BCe ellle
OCTaBaJINCh HyXIamoIuecs. Te, KTo BEpIII, UTO TIPY JOKHOM
YCUJIMU UX MOJIUTBBI OYOYT YCIbIIIAHEI.

— Cuiny butssl. U Bee emie moxmoHsttock. [Tocie Tsxeno-
ro JHSI MHE CTAaHOBUTCS jierde OT MBICJIM, YTO OH J0 CHUX MOp
MOXeT Hac CbImaTh. — Kajaym cKkpecTus pykKy Ha ITAPpOKOit
rpyau. — ['oBopsIT, YTO TBOIT OYAYLIMIA MYXX TOXE €My IOKJIO-
Hgercs. I1o kpaiiHeit Mmepe, Ha myOauke. Takue 1ieapbie Moa-
HOIIIEHUS MOTYT 1 OOTOB MOAHSITH U3 MePTBBIX. BO3MOXHO,
€ro Heyzmada 0o3HavyaeT, 9TO OHM JeHCTBUTEIHLHO MTOKMHYIIN HaC
HaBcerja.

I>xeccaMmHa He TOHUMaJIa, TI0YeMY e CTaJIo TaK He 1o cebe
ot cnoB Kamnyma. Jleon buiton OpaHmaHcKuii Ka3ajcs Moi-
XOISIINM KaHINIATOM Ha POJIb KOPOJST — OH JTaxKe TTOKJISIICS
3a00TuThCs o Oaaronoayuuu MHBepxonabma. Korna y ee mate-
p¥ BO3HUKAJ BOIIPOC, TTOYEMY OH PEIIUI CAeIaTh IPeIIokKe-
HUe€ CITyCTs ABaAlaTh ABa rofa, YTO OHU POCIU BMECTE IPU KO-
pPOJIEBCKUX IBOpaX, y JIeoHa Bceraa HAXOMUIICS OTBET.

IToBepHYBILINCH K OOJIBIIOMY 3€pKaly, BUCEBIIEMY Ha Ka-
MEHHOM cTeHe, JIXKeccaMMHa ITOTBITaJIach OTOPOCUTH yapyda-
roruue meiciau. Hukakoit 6onbine Mmarnu. Hukakmx Beapm. Toib-
KO cBaan0a.

B 3epkane oTpaxanach mpekpacHas neByiika. UMeHHo Ta-
Kas TIpuHIlecca, KOTOPYIO Kelall yBUIETh HapOI.

Bbenoe nnatbe cuaeno BecbMa Herioxo. CoOpaHHBIE Ha Ta-
JIMM KpyKeBa KacKaJoM CITyCKaJIMCh 1o caMoro mona. Kop-
CaX MJaThsl, HECMOTPSI Ha CAEPKAHHBIN CTUJIb, TTOIYESPKUBA
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TOHKYIO O€JIOCHEXHYIO 111e10. [[TMHHBIE pyKaBa-KOJIOKOJIBYUKHA
3aKpbIBaJI PyKH, UTO ObLIO OUY€Hb KCTaTU — CHHSIKU BCE elle
He conuti. PocchITib aiMa30B, KOTOPBIE BEKAMU MepeaaBaINCh
B UX ceMbe, oOpamiisiia 1meto. [Ipuciyra Bce-Taku cMorvia yJio-
XKUTh JJIMHHBIE YePHBIE BOJIOCHI B 3aMBICJIOBATOE CIUIETEHHE
KOC, a Ha roJIoBe KpacoBajach KOpOHa.

BoT TobKO TIOTHBIE MeYay Iy1a3a MOPTUIN BeCch 00pas.
ChnuiukoMm 6osnbinve. CIMIIKOM YepHble. TeMHbIE MEIIKY 10~
SIBUJIMCH M3-32 MTOCTOSTHHOM O0€CCOHHMIIBI, KOTOpas Mydmia
JI>xeccaMUHY BOT YK€ IIIECTh MECSILIeB, C TOIO CaMOTO IHsI, KOT'-
Jla TOTOBOPUJIMCH O cBanbOe. bymyiee onpenenuian yepHuia
Ha IepraMeHTe, a ee caMy Ipoaajir, Kak CKOT Ha Toprax, U Hu-
KOMY He ObLIO Jea.

I>xeccamMuHa pacrpaBuia IJIeYd U PELIUTEIbHO YCTaBUIACh
Ha ce0s B orpaxeHuun. OHa rpuHIiecca MiHBepxonbpMa, moaTomMy
cellaeT BCe paau CIlaceHus KOposieBCcTBa. Jlaxe eciiv moTpe-
OyeTcs B COTBII pa3 MOIPaBUTh ILJIAThE, YTOOBI COOPATHCS C MBIC-
JISIMM.

— Ipuanecca! — Kamrym 6pocuics K IxkeccamMmuHe 1 3a-
CTBLJ B yXace.

OH yKazay Ha ee pyKH, 1 TOJIbKO TOTJa OHa 3aMeTiIa, 9YTO
caxa OT rope/IKM Mcrnavkaiia nanbibl. Ellle cekyHma — u cBa-
NeOHOe TUTIaThe OBLTO OBl OE3BO3BPATHO UCIIOPYEHO.

— Oi1, — npouwenTana /IxeccamuHa. Ee pyku gpoxanu,
KOT/Ia OHA BBITUpAJIA UX O JieXKallylo HeTonaaeKy BeTOIb, —
Cnacubo.

KajtyM KUBHYJ U CJIOKWII PYKU 3a CITMHOM.

— 41 O6yny HabOronaTh 3a HepeMOHUeEH ¢ OaJIKoHa. Yaauu.

Bckope pasnmancs CTyK B IBepb, KOTOPOTO OHAa TaK 00sI1ach,
u JIxxeccaMuHa mocjieqoBaja 3a BepeHuUlIeil KOpOJIeBCKUX CIIyT
10 TEMHBIM KOpuaopam. MM Ipuiniock oTriepeTsb OOJBIITYIO YacTh
3aMKa, YTOObI BMECTUTh BCeX rocTeil. B 3ToM KphbLle naxke He ObLIO
JIaMIT Ha KUTOBOM Xwupe. BMecTo HMX Ha cTeHax Tienu (hakesbl,
YTO OBLIO 1AJIEKO OT TOT'O TEIIOrO CBETa, KOTOPHIiA Co3MaBall yIoT
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B KoMHaTe /I>keccaMuHbl. YepHash KOIOTh COYMJIACH C TTOTOJIKA,
MPOHMKAasi CKBO3b 3TaxK U CMELINBASICh C MHOTOJIETHUM CJIO-
€M Harapa oT CBeveil.

B xoH1ie kopunopa JIxxeccamuHy xnana mama. Ee Bennue-
ctBo Puannon, Koponesa MuBepxonbma. [IpekpacHas u B 00bI4-
HbIe THU, CETOIHS OHA BhIMIsIAe/a Oe3yrpeuHo. JIa3ypHbIii LIBET
TUTAThS OBIJT TIOM, CTATh IIBETY MOPCKMX IIYOMH, YTO OKPYKaJIN
MOJIyOCTPOB, Tne Haxonuicss MTHBepxobM. JIparoiieHHbIe KaM-
HU yKpallaJid ee Ieto, 3aIsICThs 1 TabIlbl, a B cepbrax Oim-
cTajny aaMasbl. OQHAKO 3aCThIBIIIEE BhIpaXKeHUe JIMLA He CoYe-
TaJIOCh CO CBEPKAIOIIUM HAPSIIOM.

J>xeccaMrHa HU3KO MTOKJIOHUJIACH.

— Mama.

— D710 nuiuHee. — [0J10C KOPOJIEBHI 3XOM pa3aajcs B TEM-
HOM KOpHIOpE, OTCKAaKMBas OT CTeH, MoKa He 3aTuX. — Y Hac
ellle eCTh IIIaHC CITaCTH KOPOJIEBCTBO.

Jloxs. UM 06ernm 310 6bUT0 M3BECTHO. YyMa CIUIIKOM CUIIb-
HO moaxKocuja Hapon. HUKTo He Mor mpoaoynkaTh paboTaTh,
Kak paHbllle, a T€, Y KOTO He 0CTaBaJoCh BIOOpaA, 3a00J1€BAITH.
Y KkoponeBcTBa He ObLJIO HU IeHET, HU BO3MOXHOCTEH UCKaTh
nekapctBo. Eciaum 3To mpomomkuTcst, To coBceM cKopo MHBep-
XOJIBM OITyCTEeT.

— 4 xenato a0l cBaabObl. — JIXkKeccamuHa Aepxkanach Xxpa-
0po. JIoXXb TSIKKMM I'py30M JIeT1a Ha paclipaBieHHbIE ILUIeYn. —
51 xkemaro JIydIiero sk CBOEro goma.

Ho xoponeBa Buaena 1o4b HackBo3b. Cepate [xeccaMUHbI
3aIIeMWIO M3-3a CTEHBI IIPUTBOPCTBA MEXIYy HUMH, OMHAKO
KTO-TO JOJIKEH OBbLI IIPUHSATH pellieHue. PerieHue, KoTopoe
craceT KOpOJIEBCTBO OT UyMbl. PellieHue, koropoe PuaHHOH
TaK ¥ He CMOIJIa HaliTu.

Caanp0a ObIJTa MOCIETHNM M €IMHCTBEHHBIM IITAHCOM.

KoponeBa kuBHya U poTsHyna pyKy xeccamuHe. Bme-
CTe OHU TIPEOIOJIe]I KOPUIOP W BHIIIUIM B 3aJIUTHIA COTHEY -
HBIM CBETOM IBOD, TNI€ UX YK€ XKIaJIU TOCTHU.
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Jleon bumrom npuBe3 9acTh CBOEi CBUTHI Ha IIEPEMOHUIO.
Heckonbko repiioroB v replioruHb ObUTA OETHl B TPAAUIIUOH -
HbIe YepHble Hapsasl Opadnnanun. CIyru U OXpaHHUKW TOXE
HOCWJIA MpayHble OJIEXIbI, U TOJIBKO OTYTIOXEHHbIE OeJTble BO-
POTHMYKM BBIIEISIIMCH Ha 00111eM (poHe. Bee 210 Oosnbie Ha-
TIOMUHAJIO TIOXOPOHBI, HeXXeJu cBanbn0y. Hukorna yepHblii 1iBeT
He BBI3bIBaJI B JIXkeccaMrHe TaKoi HEHaBUCTH, KaK ceiyac.

Ee nonnaHHble, oneThie B pa3InyHble OTTEHKU CUHETO, CMe-
IIAJTMCH C TOJION. BOJBIIMHCTBO M3 HUX OB ABOPSHAMMU.
OHM HalesAIMCh BBICTYXXUThCS Tiepes OyayluM KOpoJieM U 3a-
BOEBAaTh €T0 0JIarOCKJIOHHOCTb, HO O0JIbIIIE TOXOAUIN Ha KPBIC,
Oerymiux ¢ ToHyliero kopabss. byaro aTo Momio cnactu Ux
JYIIH.

JIxxeccaMMHa TIOTIBITATIACh 3aTEPSITHCS B MBICISAX. [epiioru,
JIBOpSTHE, TIPUCIIyTa — BCE CIIVUIMCH B OMMH OOJE3HEHHBIN CH-
HSIK, KOTOPBIN MOJTHOCTBIO OKpacusl coboii KoposeBcTBo. Ta-
KOI1 ke 00JIe3HeHHBII, KaK YePHO-CUHUE CIIEIbI OT TPYOBIX PyK
TOJ1 €€ TUIaThEM.

JleoH, oGnaueHHbI B POCKOIIIHBIE OIEXIBI, YoKe xaai [Ixec-
caMuHy y aitapsi. B ominuune ot cBoeii MpauHO OeTOl CBUTHI,
OH BBIOpaJI 0JIeIHO-KPEMOBBI1 KOCTIOM C 30JI0TOI CTPOYKOM —
HamIsIIHOE CBUAETENLCTBO OoraTtcTBa U 60eBoit Monu. [Tozaau
JleoHa OTKpBIBAJICSl BUJ Ha JIa3ypHOE MOPE, 3aBeplliasi TOpxKe-
CTBEHHBIIT 00pa3. BopoTa 3aKkpbLuch 3a ciuHO JIkKeccaMUHBI,
CEMENHBIN TepOd BHOBL COOpAJICS B €MMHBIN Y30p — pa3Maliiu-
CTbI€ KPbUIbsl BOPOHA OTpe3aJid BCe MyTH K OTCTyIUieHH0. CBO-
OOMHBIN OT KAMEHHBIX CTEH 3aTHUI ABOP 3aKAaHIMBAJICS KPYTHIM
YTECOM, a y TMIOTHOXMS IO CAaMOT0 TOpojia MpoTeKasa peKa.

JxeccaMrHa He CMOTpeJia HU Ha rocteit, H1 Ha OyIayIliero
myxa. Ee B3op ycTpemusicss Ha KOpoieBCTBO. 3aMOK BO3BbI-
1Iajics HaJ MOPEM, TTI0O3TOMY BCe 3eMJIM ObLIM KaK Ha JaJOHHU.
Bonnblii paiioH pacrionarajics y mobepexbsi, ero BBICOKUE ST -
3TaXHbIE JIOMa TUIOTHO MPIDKUMAIUCh K APYT IPYTY, a 0 Tpy-
0aM 3aKauyuBaIu U (GUIBTPOBAIIM BOMY ISl BCETO KOPOJIEBCTBA.
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[TpoMBIIIIEHHBIN paliOH HaXOMWJICS ClIeBa, OKYTaHHBII cTON0a-
MU 1bIMa. TOProBeIif paiioH pacTsHYJICS BOOJb TPAHULIBI, YTOOBI
TOPTOBLIAM HE ITPUXOIUIIOCH €XaTh 4epe3 Bech MIHBepxonbM. Paii-
OH YIOBOJBCTBUIA U IOMA 3HATU PACTIOIOXUINCH BOKPYT Mac-
CHBHOM JIECTHUIIBI, KOTOpas Bejla K BOPOTaM 3aMKa.

JleoH HacTOSUT HA MPUTIANIEHNH CBSIIIIEHHUKA U3 €70 KOPO-
JIeBcTBa. JI>)keccaMUHy K ajlTapro Bejia MaTh. [0CTH 3aHSIM CBOU
MECTa, a CBSIIIEHHUK HaYaJl IPOU3HOCUTh OECCMBICTIEHHYIO PEUb
o Oorax u Opaxe.

B royioBe nmpoMenbKHya MbICIb, OYATO HAIIEITAHHAS KO-
IIOBCKOIl KHUTOM: HU OOUH OOr He 0JIaroCIOBUJI ObI UX COIO3.
ITotomy uTo oHM Bce MepTBbl. CKOPOHBII IJ1a4 ee Hapoaa Mpu-
3payHbIM 3XOM OTHAJICS B TPYIU.

JleoH cxain pyku JIxxeccaMUHBI B CBOUX, TepeTuieTast Jemsi-
HBIE TIAJIBLIBI ¢ €€ cOOCTBeHHBbIMM. OHa TTOMHSLIIA B3ISI U 3a-
JyManach, cautana nu JIeoHa ro-HacTosiieMy KpacubbiM? bes-
YCIIOBHO, OH OBLT ITpUBJIeKaTeIbHBIM MyXunHO. [1o kpaliHeit
Mepe, TaK TOBOPUJIU KaXXAbIil pa3, Koraa aeneranus u3 OpaH-
IIbl IIpYe3Xayia Ha €XeTOMHbINA Mpa3aHuK ypoxasd. xeccamu-
Ha BUJeJa, KaK MHOTO 3HATHBIX XeHIWH MTOMPABJISIIU €My CIla-
JAIOIIKE Ha JIUIIO 30JI0TUCThIE JIOKOHBI. Ero roiayosie miasa 6pu1n
HACTOJIBKO TYCKJIBIMU, YTO MHOTJA Ka3aJIUCh COBCEM OEJTbIMU.
OcTpbie YepTHI INIIA, IMUPOKKE Tiedn — JIeoH, KaK HA TTOCMO-
TpH, OB KpacaBLIEM.

Bot Tonbko He a1 Hee. Hukorna He Obl1 M HUKOTAA He OyIeT.

IxeccamuHa 3Haa JIeoHa ¢ JeTcTBa U elle Torna pasmisijie-
JIa B HEM CKJIOHHOCTB K >KECTOKOCTH. Terneps ke, Koraa ee oTaa-
0T Ha pacTep3aHue, 3To cTajgo oueBUIHO. OH MPUOBLT 1BA THS
Ha3al BMECTE CO CBOEU 3HAThIO U CBUTOM. [[>keccamuHe He To-
TpeOOBaIOCh MHOTO BPEMEHHU, YTOOBI ITOMACTH [TOJ, TOPSTIYIO PYKY.

— Twr pama? — cripocuit Jleon. Ero menor ObuT e1Ba v pas-
JIMYUM CPEeI MOHOTOHHOI pevu CBSIIIIEHHUKA.

[>xeccaMuHa He 3Haja, YTO OTBETUTh. KOHEYHO, OHa He
ObUTa paga. Ee yrHerana omHa TOJIbKO MBICTb O OpauyHOIl HOYH.
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[Toremym, TacKu 1O ofesIIOM. DTO Bee OBLIO eit uyxkao. JIxec-
CaMMHY He MHTepecoBalia ¢usnueckas: 6iu3octb. M3yyeHue
KOJIIOBCTBA BCETa MPUBJIEKAIIO e¢ OOJIbIIIe, YeM HEJIOBKHE TTPH-
KOCHOBEHMSI U IpoKalliie PyKH.

— Paga, — tuxo BEIIOXHYIIA oHa. OYapoBaTeIbHbBIN TOH, TT0-
nobaromuii npuHiecce. xxeccaMuHa oTTadyrBaia €ro BCIO
KW3HbB.

JleoH BLeNUIICS B HEE B3IISIIOM.

— M TH1 Opocuiia Bce 3TH... IIYITOCTH?

— He noHumaro, o 4em ThI.

ETo maibIibl CKaanch BOKPYT 3amsaCThs JIxKeccaMITHBI MEpT-
BO XBaTKOM.

— Ilomren cymox, 9To TH YBJIEKACIIbCI Marueil. ¥ MeHS
Be3[I¢ VI, JaxXe B BBICOKMX KpyTax.

— Marnsa? S niny nrekapcTBo OT UyMBL. — Eit X0Teroch BbI-
pBaTbh PyKU U3 €ro XBaTK1, HO 3TO ObI TOJILKO ITOPOAUIO CIYXM.

Ha xem oH ce0s BozoMHMI? OHa ObLTa HACIETHUIICH TIpe-
crona MuBepxonbma! Ecnu 061 JIxkeccaMuHa pelimia oopaTUThb-
cd K KOJIOBCTBY WJIM YEPHOM Marum, oHa OBl 3TO clenaja.
Ecnu OBl TOJIBKO 3TO TIOMOIJIO B 00pb0€e C O0IE3HbIO. ..

Y Bopot nocawnmaicsa mym. bpans, mepexonsiias B KpyK,
CJIMIIIKOM Tpsi3HAsl JJIST OOIIEero mpa3nHUIHOro Hactposi. Yrto
poucxoant?

JleoH maxe He MoBeJ IJ1a30M, TOJIBKO CUJIbHEE CXXaJl €€ PyKHU.
Koctsiku nmobenenu, a ¢ ryd copBajicsl CTOH O0JIU, TIPEXIE YeEM
OHa BepHyJa cebe caMoobnagaHue.

— JIxxeccamuHa, — npoiuunen JleoH. — Tol Bce eliie npak-
TUKYellb Maruio?

Omna Mora coBpaTh. Momia IIPUTBOPUTHCS ITOCTYIITHOMN
MpPUHILIECCOI, KOTopasi 00JIbllle HUKOINA B XU3HU HE MPUKOC-
HETCS K KHATaM 0 YepHoii Maruu. Hukorma. BooOie.

OnHako 1ocie cBaabObl JIeoH OymeT >KUTh B 3aMKe U BCe
paBHO YBUINT €€ KaOMHET. YBUIUT e¢ KOJIJICKINIO 0aHOK C ca-
MBIMU Pa3HOOOpa3HBIMU apTedakTaMu, KOTOPhIE YK TOYHO
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He TTomobaeT XpaHUTh npuHIecce. Cepalia, MCIayKaHHBIE B KPO-
BU. YepHast Kak cMOJib ciu3b. COCKOOBI ¢ 3apakeHHBIX U Jaxe
HECKOJILKO TTAJTBIIEB, TT03aMMCTBOBAaHHBIX Y MEPTBBIX. Bee 310
HMCHOJb3YyeTCs B puTyaiax. He To 4ToObl OHa MX MpoBOAMIIA,
HO apTedaKThl BCe paBHO XpaHWJIA Ha BCIKWIA ciydait. Bopyr
OT HUX OyIET TOJIK ¥ OHA OTHILIET TO, YTO HUKOMY HE yIaBaJoCh
HaliT! 1o Hee?

ITpyaBopHBIE COBETHUKY CAUIIKOM OIAcCaIMCh BEAbM U UX
Marvuu, OTBEPTajin JIIOObBIe TIPEMIOKEHNUSI ¢ HUMHU CBSI3aThCS.
HamHoro npoiie 66110 3aTKHYTD YIIM U OKPYXXUTh ce0sI TIpe-
paccynkamu.

IxeccaMuHa paclpaBuia IJIeYr U OTBeTWIa O6e3 KoJieOaHUiA.

— Ha, JleoH.

Bopora pacnaxnynucsk. Bo 1Bop BBajiwjiach ToJja pa3bsi-
PEHHBIX KPECThSH.

O HeT.

Onu OBIIM 3apakeHbl. JIBaanaTh 4eJIOBEeK, My>KIMHBI 1 KeH-
IIIUHBI C OTEKIIIMMU 13-3a THOMHUKOB Ia3aMu. YepHasi Ciu3b
COYMJIACh IT0 WX IIesIM 1 pyKaMm. Jlaxke m3majaeka OBIJIO BUIHO,
YTO MHOTHE HapbIBbl HA KOXe JIOMHYJIW. Majeiinii KOHTaKT
¢ 00JIbHBIMM HEMMHYEMO MpuBeJl Obl K 3apaxxkeHu1o. Ha takoii
no30Hel cTaauu JIIOAU 4acTO COMBAIUCh B I'PYMNIbI, Opoas
TI0 YJIMIIaM KOPOJICBCTBA.

3a HUMU OexXallu CTPaKHUKU C 3apsSKeHHBIMU MYIIKeTa-
mu. Briepenn oHM BEICTAaBMIM KOIThS, CAEePXKUBasi OOJBHBIX
KPECTbSIH.

— Bcex youTs! — npoxkpuyan JIeoH, mTOBEpHYBIINCH K COJI-
JaTaMm.

— He cmeTs! — mpukasana oHa, TIpUITIOTHUMAS F0O0KY TITa-
Ths1, UTOOBI OpocuThes K Tonre. Ctpaxe MHBepxojibMa ObLIO
3anpelreHo yonBarh 3apakeHHbIX. OHUM IepKajad WX TpyIIa-
MU, MOJaJbllie OT 3A0POBBIX JIOACH, HA TOT CIyyaid, eClIu Jie-
KapCTBO BCe-TaK! HaimyT. — DTo Mou nomganHeie, JleoH. Ter
He MMeelllb HaJl HUMM BJIaCTH.
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— Ommbaenrbes, mpuHIIecca. — JIGOH cXBaTwWi ee 3a pyKy
U IepHyl Hazan. CuHME MTOATEKM, KOTOPhIE OH OCTaBUJI Ha e
pyKax mapy gHeit Hazan:, 3aHbUIM. — A HY WO crona!

— Ilyctu!

J>xeccaMHa COIPOTHUBIISIIIACh, HO HE CMOTIJIa BBIPBAThCS.
JleoH mporalu ee 00paTHO K ajTapio TakK rpydo, 4TO KOpOHa
ciaetena ¢ IxkeccaMUHEL. JIparoeHHBIN MeTallT 3BOHKO OTCKO-
YIJI OT I10JIa ¥ ITOKATUJICS 10 JICCTHHUIIE.

— IlpuHIlecca mpu3Hagach B UCITOJIb30BAHUN YECPHOMN
maruu! BceM M3BeCTHO, YTO UIMEHHO BeAbMbI HAC/IaIM HAa HAC
gymy! Bynymiass KkopojeBa cBsI3agach C TEMH, KTO ITOBH-
HEeH B CMepPTHU Balux 6Ju3kux. Bo ums 6iaromnoydust 000ux
KOPOJIEBCTB S ITPOBO3MIAIIAI0 ce0sI CAMHOIUIHBIM TIPaBH-
telieM MHBepxoibMa, 6€3 HOKPOBUTEILCTBA poda XapMc-
BOPT.

Bcst 3HaTh 3aMepiia, I1a3a KOPOJIEBbl HAITOJIHUJIMCH Y3KACOM,
a JIxxeccaMmHa HaKOHEIl OCO3HaJIa, YTO BCe TOPa3Io XyxXKe, YeM
OHa ayMaja.

D10 OBIJIA y3Ke HEe cBamb0a paay CITaceHMST KOPOJIEBCTBA. DTO
Ob171a 6opbOa 3a XKu3Hb. COOBITHSI PA3BUBAIMCH CTPEMUTEIb-
Ho. JIeoH 6pocwn ee Ha KojieHM niepen antapeM. Conmarsr Jle-
OHa IOIOIIUTH OJIVKE, HAIIPaBJIsIsl B CTOPOHY 3HATH XapMCBOPT
MYIIOKETEl 1 MEUM, COJTHEUHBII CBET OTpa3ujIcd Ha MeTalle.
JIxxeccaMuHe Ka3ajl0Ch, YTO HeOO pa3pa3uioch FPOMOM, HO 3TO
OUJIOCH €€ COOCTBEHHOE CepAlIE.

Jronu JleoHa Boyctuian 3apaxxeHHbIX. OTBIIeKalOIMil Ma-
HEBP, YTOOBI COIAATHI MOTJIA HE3aMETHO OKPYXKHUTh M YOUTH
BCEX, KTO OBL1I eii Jopor. BoJIbIIMHCTBO 3apaXeHHBIX U CTPaXK-
HUKOB yXe OBITM MepTBEL. VX Tema B HeeCTeCTBEHHBIX M03aX
JIeXKaJld B JIyKaX aJIoii KpOBH, YTO TaK yKacalollle pacTeKajaach
1o 0eJT0-3eJIeHOM OpycUuaTke.

OnuH U3 connat, o0JayeHHbI B 4YepHyo ¢hopmy OpaHbl,
BBIIIEN BItepen. OH ymapuil pyKoit B IpyIb M BOCKJIMKHYIT:

— Jla 31paBCcTBYET KOPOJIb!
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Hpyrue conmatbl TOBTOPHIIM €TO CI0Ba, IToKa JIeOH BO3BbI-
IIaJICS Haa Heil, OyaTo eqMHOJIMYHO 3aBOoeBas Bech MHBep-
xoibM. JIxkeccaMrHa 3Haja, YTO eMy HUKOTIA Obl HE XBaTHJIO
yMa OCYILIECTBUTh CTOJIb MOIJIBINA IIEPEBOPOT. 32 3TUM CTOSLI
KTO-TO IPYTOii. BTa MBICIb PE3KO IIPOH3MUJIA €€ CO3HAHNUE, UC-
THHA pacKaJeHHBIM XeJIe30M IIPOXKIVIa CMSITEHHOE CepIlie.

KTo-TO M3 ee TBOpSIH TOXe MPHUBETCTBOBA HOBOTO KOPOJISI.
X m1a3a GbUIM ONYILEHBI, OHU HE CMEJTU IaXe B3LISIHYTh Ha JIxkec-
camuHy. K Teiam Ha mojty mprcoeTMnHIINCh T€, KTO TIPOMOJTIA.

JIxxeccaMiHa 3aCThljIa B IIIOKE, HAOIIOOasI 3a TeM, KaK OCTPhIE
JIe3BUS MEUeil U MyJIM MYIIIKETOB pa3phIBAIM KpykeBa, Oapxar
¥ 1eK. Bce okpacuinoch ajioii KpoBbIO.

JIxeccaMrHa He CIIbIIIaIa KpUKOB, HE CIIBbIIIANA, KaK OHU MO-
JIUauY o noiane. B yimax crosii ryn oT 6ueHus cepaua. OHo Oya-
TO KpW4aJo eit: «Becmasaii. Bemasaii, Jxceccamuna! B ceou nocaed-
Hue ceKyHObl n000aHHble He 00ANCHbL BUOCHb NPUHUECCY HA KOACHSX».

N3 nerkux OyaTo yIien Bech BO3MyX, HO OHAa 3acTaBuja ce0st
BCTaTh. YKpallleHHBII KPYXeBOM I10I0J IJIaThs IOPBAJICS U TE-
nepb 0oJIbIlIe HAaITOMUHAJI TTOrpe0abHbIN caBaH. JlXkeccamMmmnHa
ycTpeMuJia B3I Ha MaMy.

Ee npekpacHasg Mama — yo0umMasi, 6eccTpaliHast u 0eckKo-
HEYHO CTolKast — mpaBuiia HBEpXOJIbMOM B OMMHOYKY IIOCTIE
CMEpTH MYy>Ka BOT yXe IBajIaTh 1Ba rofa. xkeccaMmHa HUKOT -
Jla He 3Hajla CBOEIo OTIIa, HO B 3TOM U He ObLIO HEOOXOIUMOCTH.
HeByika Bcerma Jiioomia Mmamy. Terepb ke ee CXBaTWII COJIIaT
JleoHa. OH ObLI OIET B TaKYIO XXe YepHYIO (hOpMY, Ha JIULIE paCTs-
HyJIach M3IEBaTENIbCKAsl YXMBUIKA, a B pyKe OJIECTeNo Jie3B1e Meyva.

— Cnacubo tebe, mpuHIlecca, — ckasai JIeoH.

OH BcTan no3anu [xkeccaMMHBI M CTUCHYIT €€ TUIeYH, TIPH-
KuMas K ceoe. OHa oLIyTHIa ce0st MeXXIy XKeJIe3HBIMU IIPYThSI-
MM, 3aCThIB, TIOKA COJIIAT IMTOIHMMAJI €€ MaTh Ha HOTH.

— MHBepxoabM cTaHeT MealbHOM KePTBOI BO UMSI CITACCHUST
Opanapl. Buguiis v, 3Ta KolmMapHast yyma IMpOHUKAET U B APY-
rve ToCcyaapCTBa, IO3TOMY ST PELIM CChLIaTh BCEX 3apakeHHBIX
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ctoma. ITycTe yOMBaIoT ApyT Ipyra, MHE 3Ke MEHBIIIE XJIOMOT. Te-
Iepb 3TO MECTO CTAHET SIMOWA JJI1 MEPTBBIX U YMUPAIOLLHUX.

— OT0 MO 1oM, — CKBO3b 3yOBI TIpolienmia [xxeccamu-
Ha. — Thl HE MOXEIIIb €r0 OTHSTh.

Jleon MemeHHO B3IOXHYJI M TPOM3HEC, PACTITUBAsI CJIOBA:

— O, 6eqHas IxeccamuHa. Emie kak Mory.

CoJmaT MoJI0CHY MEYOM TIOTIepeK ropiia ee Matepu. M3 paHbl
XJIbIHYJIa SIPKO-KpacHasi KpoBb, MadykKas Ja3ypHoe, KaKk Mope,
TJ1aThe, HO KopoJjieBa He mporHyia. OHa cxkajia 4eTioCTH, ee Talb-
1LIbI 0 MOOEIeBIMX KOCTSIIEK BIIUCH B I0OKY, HO B IJ1a3ax OCTa-
JTach HeTIoKo1eomMocTh. Ee MaTh BcTpeTnita cMepTh ¢ TOCTOMH-
CTBOM, KaK 1 IIoa00aeT HacTosIIeMy npaBuTteIto MHBepxoibMa.

Bce 3alMOMHWJIM TOT MUT, KOTJIa B GECCMBICIICHHOUN pe3He
naja KopojieBa — M BbIKUBIIME CTPAXXHUKU, U OTPEKIINECS
nBopstHe. X B3mmsaael yeTpeMmutnch K Jxkeccamunae. OHa mep-
»KaJlach TBEPIO, OTKAa3bIBasiCh YyBCTBOBATh Aaxe KaIlIO CTpa-
xa. JIeoH Bce elle yaepKrBa €e BO3Jie TPYIU.

— MoxeT, 6pocuTh TeOs K 3apakeHHbIM? — pasjgacs IMo-
3anu rojioc Jleona. — IlycTh TeOsI MPUKOHYUT HaIlla ooIas
npobJiema.

J>xeccaMuHy mpoOuiia ApOXb, HO OHA TIPOAOJKAIA XPAHUTh
MoOJTYaHue.

JleoH HeTOBOJBLHO LILIKHYII:

— Her, Tak He noiinet. bynelis elie OpoauTh Lae-TO 1 MO~
pBIBaTh MOE TIPaBO Ha TPOH.

O1y1ieHre X0JI0IHOTO MeTajljia y Topja I0KHO ObLIO UC-
nyraTth XeccaMrHy, HO OHA pelIniaa MOCMOTPETh CMEPTH
B u1o0. B mocnenHuit pa3 oHa mpouwiach B3MISLAOM 110 KaXII0-
MY TIpeJaTenio, HaBeYHO 3aITOMWHAS MX JIMIIA.

— Ilpomaiite, neau IxeccaMrHa, — IMpoLIeNTal e Ha yXo
Jleon.

OIHUM IBUXXKEHUEM OH IMepepe3al TOHKYIO KOXY Ieu,
¥ B m1a3ax JIxkeccaMWHEI TTOMYTHEJIO OT ITPOH3aIoIIeii 00JIH.
PasBepHyBLIKCH, JIEOH OpOCU ee B MOpE.
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